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A Warm Welcome to Visitors from Germany 
By Timothy C. Downs 


om September 26 through 

October 8, the Southeast 

Conference was blessed to 
host 12 pastors and lay leaders 
of the Evangelische Kirche der 
Union (EKU), ‘our partner de- 
nomination in Germany. Our 
visitors came from many corners 
of Germany—from the former 
East Germany and from the 
West, from small towns and big 
cities, from cathedrals and village 
churches. Their congregations 
have been voices of prophetic 
witness as Communism 
crumbled in the East, and have 
sought to be voices of faithfulness 
as great affluence and grinding Our EKU visitors at Martin Luther King Jr.’s tomb in Atlanta. 
poverty have been the legacies of 
development in the West. 

EKU churches and pastors are largely supported by the state at this time, but the day is coming when 
this support will decline and perhaps even cease. These visitors came to be among us to experience and 
observe the United Church of Christ as we pass through our own transitions and changes, and to share their 
experiences and insights. 

After their arrival at Hartsfield Airport in Atlanta, and a night of rest, the 12 visitors traveled in pairs to 
six congregations. Each church is different, and many are very different from what our visitors know in Ger- 
many. One visitor remarked, “I see that you in the Southeast Conference are truly trying to live out the words 
of Christ That they may all be one.’ ” 

Our visitors to Belvidere, Tenn., served communion to homebound church members. They visited 
among people with German surnames whose forebears had come to this country to farm a fertile Tennessee 
Valley. 

In Pleasant Hill, Tenn., our German guests became acquainted with the Uplands Retirement Commu- 
nity and enjoyed the theological give-and-take they experienced. One visitor, who said he wasn’t feeling ready 
to move to a retirement center, said with awe, “But those people have so much to give.” 

Those who were hosted by our congregations in Atlanta and Birmingham were struck by their tremen- 
dous commitments to justice and to the wider community. They saw in both places community development 
and interracial collaboration. 

In Chattanooga they were introduced to a congregation that is being revived and seeking to be a voice 
of inclusiveness and justice. They were struck that the moderator of their host church is African American, 
while the congregation is predominantly white. 

In Cullman our guests were delighted to be part of the Cullman Octoberfest, and interested to observe 
how German traditions are remembered so many years after Colonel Cullman led his intrepid band of follow- 
ers from Bavaria to North Alabama. They observed the warmth of worship and the joy of gospel music, and 
were intrigued at the selection of Miss Octoberfest. 


(continued on page 4) 
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Grace to you, and peace ... 
A Letter from the Conference Minister 


“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive itP 


I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. a 
—Isaiah 43:19 


LD" Friends: 

Gary Roberts came to visit us from the national headquarters of the United Church of Christ on 
a September weekend. Saturday morning, early, we stood together with Lewis Tait on the edge ofa 
field in South DeKalb County, Ga., envisioning a new church. We spoke with one another about a 
ministry of liberation and justice, the doors of which are open to all people. New Life United Church 
of Christ—* a new thing...springs forth.” 

Gary and I then spent time with the pastors and lay leaders of Open Community Church, UCC, 
the newest congregation in the Southeast Conference. Traveling in a van together throughout Gwinnett 
County, Ga., we looked at prospective sites for this church led by Rev. Kwan-Hae Chi. We shared 
visions of a congregation rooted in theologically and scripturally sound teaching. We considered a 
congregation actively reaching out to families and youth, which has clearly declared that the Gospel 
is more rightly preached in an environment that is not hierarchical but egalitarian, not patriarchal 
but inviting of women as partners in leadership. Gary and I found ourselves among friends in Christ 
who envision a different kind of Korean congregation in the greater Atlanta area—“a new thing ... 
springs forth.” 

From there Gary and I traveled to visit with Beloved Community United Church of Christ in 
Birmingham, Ala. We were welcomed with lunch and the inspiring music of a jazz ensemble, which 
plays each week at the worship service of the congregation. Fifteen lay people gathered and, led by 
their pastor Angie Wright, shared their testimonies of how this congregation has changed their lives— 
how it has welcomed them when other congregations had turned them away, how it has healed when 
other Christians had wounded, how it has spoken words of grace when other Christians had uttered 
only judgment. And so, with tears, many thanked their pastor and the United Church of Christ. 

As Gary and I were returning to the airport in Atlanta at the end of the day, I asked him, “How 
was this visit for you2®” Gary answered, “This is the best day I have spent in the United Church of 
Christ.” 

Indeed, “a new thing ... springs forth.” Not only in our new church starts, but in our existing 
congregations as well, new things are unfolding, new possibilities are emerging, and new perspectives 
are shining forth out of a Gospel rooted in the Christ who is the same yesterday, today, and always. 


Peace, 
Timothy C. Downs 


Youth Fest Coming to Southeast Conference 


Keep your eyes open! Youth Fest, a major youth rally organized by Eden Theological Seminary 
and funded by the Lilly Foundation, will be coming to the Southeast Conference. It will be held 
April 27-29, 2001, at the Calvin Camp and Conference Center in Hampton, Ga. Please put 
this event on your youth calendar. This is a major undertaking to identify young people who are 
potential leaders within our congregations. Brochures are available in the Conference office, and 
additional information can be found by going to #::, : eg, or calling toll-free | 
877-627-5654. Mark your calendar, and start something in the Southeast Conference with our 
youth! 
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Congratulations to... 

Rev. Gary Myers, who was installed as pastor of Trinity 
Congregational UCC in Athens, Ala., on October 1. 

Rev. Lesley Brogan, who was ordained on October 15 at 
Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta. 

Ginny Nixon, who was elected president of the Hunts- 
ville, Ala., chapter of Church Women United. 

Will Rabert, who was honored by Church World Service 
for the outstanding work he did coordinating the response of the 
Southeast Conference’s DART (Disaster Assistance Response 


on ference 


oncerns Team) to the tornadoes in Camilla, Ga., in early 2000. The award 
recognizes Will for “the standard [he] set for reconciliation and 
GC post-disaster organization within the faith community.” 
Rev. John Mingus and the members of Pilgrim Congre- 
eo aoe ee Ss gational UCC in Chattanooga, Tenn. On October 2, they took 


possession of a piece of land, on which they will build a new 
church—a sure sign that this church is growing! The church’s 
youth give thanks for a week at our UCC camp in Johns River 
Valley, N.C., where they hiked, swam, went canoeing and rock 
climbing, met new friends, and survived seven entire days with- 
out electronic games! 


One in Christ... 


Voices @ Visions 


Editor: Joyce Hollyday 
Layout Editor: Geraldine Ryons-Hudson 
Contributing Editor: Timothy C. Downs 


Check out our new logo! 
You'll see it on our stationery 
and the Southeast Conference 
website (www.secucc.org). Our 
motto—*Many voices—one in 
Christ”’— reflects both our mar- 
velous diversity and our deep 
unity in faith. We like it so 
much, we’re using it for the 
theme of the Conference’s An- 
nual Meeting in 2001. We’re 
glad you’re one of the “many 
voices” that enrich our Confer- 
ence! 


Visions & Voices is the bimonthly newsletter 
of the Southeast Conference 
of the United Church of Christ. 


Conference Office: 
756 West Peachtree Street NW, 

Atlanta, GA 30308-1138 
404-607-1993 or 800-807-1993 


Visions @ Voices Office: 
P.O. Box 1627, Pisgah Forest, NC 28768 
800-442-1064 


email: jhollyday@citcom.net 
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We were asked to introduce our visitors to three 
aspects of our life and work in the Southeast Confer- 
ence: the ways in which churches in the United States 
are challenged by having to support themselves and 
their ministries through the giving of members; the 
challenges of evangelism and new church develop- 
ment; and the issues that rise out of the Civil Rights 
era and our continuing struggle in the United States 
with racial issues. 

When we gathered back together in Atlanta 
after their first week, they observed some common 
themes. One pastor remarked, “I see such great pride 
of the people in their churches. Because they must 
support the work of their church, they value their 
church more and are more effective in caring than we 
are sometimes.” 

Some felt that in our congregations there is 
too much emphasis on money and affluence, observ- 
ing that some of our pastors drive “very big cars.” 
Others celebrated the emphasis they heard on stew- 
ardship as more than giving money, but as also car- 
ing for God’s creation and being faithful to the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and the call to seek justice. 

They also were struck in many of the contexts 
with the vibrancy of personal faith. One visitor re- 
marked, “This was the first time I have ever prayed in 
a restaurant.” Another noted the power of the testi- 
mony of a layman in Talladega who said, “If you be- 
lieve in God you can change anything,” and then re- 
flected on the changes in race relations in the United 
States. 

Many remarked on the importance of a sense 
of community in the congregations and the strength 
of the relationships among members, and between 
members and their pastors. One pastor commented, 
“I feel that you have in your congregations created a 
little bit of heaven.” 

The musician in the group, reflecting on their 
experience of music in both predominantly black and 
largely white congregations, remarked, “I am amazed 
at those I have met who bring so much life and love 
into their music. There is so much passion for music 
in the congregations we have visited.” 


A welcome and briefing al Atlanta s 
Central Congregational £5 ae 


Piling into a large van, our guests began their 
Civil Rights tour in Atlanta with a visit to the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Center. They visited First Congrega- 
tional Church, New Life UCC, and GSN Ministries. 
From there they traveled to Birmingham, where they 
were hosted by First Congregational Christian UCC. 
They experienced the power of the Civil Rights story in 
a city that was at the heart of the struggle. They then 
traveled on to Montgomery, meeting their hosts at 
Community Congregational UCC and seeing more sites 
on the Civil Rights trail. In Talladega, Ala., they were 
hosted by First Congregational Church and had an 
opportunity to meet with the president of Talladega 
College and hear the story of the American Missionary 
Association. At every church, they marveled at the warm 
and gracious hospitality they received. 

After their return, they shared powerful impres- 
sions of what they had seen and heard. One visitor 
reflected, “When I saw the movies in Birmingham of 
dogs and fire hoses, I could only weep. It caused me to 
remember what we in Germany had done to the Jews, 
and I was troubled by the great suffering white people 
have caused for others.” 

One remarked after our time with New Life UCC 
and GSN Ministries, “I have never seen and heard Afri- 
can-American and African-based theology, and I’m ex- 
cited to hear this for the first time.” Another commented, 
“The people in these new church starts are people of 
such courage and conviction. They’re people of such 
vision because they are guided by a sense of the world 
that should be inclusive and celebrating of differences, 
and not the world as it too often is—excluding and judg- 
ing.” 

Almost all of our visitors remarked that they were 
struck by the power of the Civil Rights Movement, and 
expected much more change as aresult. “You still live,” 
one said, “in a world that is segregated. Your churches 
are segregated, your schools are segregated, your neigh- 
borhoods are segregated. How much has changed since 
before Civil Rights?” 

Another commented, “I feel you are seeking to 
be a little bit of a rainbow church; that you are a people 
who celebrate both the rainbow and the sunshine; that 


(continued on page 5) 
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you have seen many tears, but you have also known 
much joy.” He said that his time with us reminded 
him of his recent visit to South Africa, where he ob- 
served similar issues and struggles. 

The visit to Talladega College was a time in 
which the delegation was deeply moved by stories of 
the struggle to teach and learn. One visitor noted, 
“The integration of races is still a dream. But I learn 
through small measures that we are trying to live to- 
ward a vision, that we all worship the same God.” 

One pastor commented, “I was inspired to see 
a denomination seeking to be so inclusive, to open 
its doors equally to men and women, to black and 
white, to gay and straight—people who are trying to 
bridge the gaps that divide us. I see a visionary church 
that is led by courageous people, who want to be a 
sign to people of God’s reign of justice, not simply a 
promise that it may come.” This woman pastor ended 
by saying, “I was so impressed at the strength of the 
African- American women throughout our journey 
who spoke to us.” 

Before our visitors left, I thanked them for be- 
ing another visible sign of our connectedness, across 
distances and cultures, with sisters and brothers in 
Christ. What they saw of us they reported with deep 
appreciation. They saw us in our struggles and in 
our joys. One person remarked, “I have so much to 
take back to my congregation from this trip. My min- 
istry will never be the same.” 


e German de egation taking pictures of 


Martin Luther King Jr.’s boyhood home. 


We in the Southeast Conference look forward 
to our trip to Germany, where we can visit with our 
newfound friends, learn more about their churches, 
and bring back insights and reflections. So often we 
understand ourselves more deeply when we are able 
to see ourselves through the eyes of others. 


Many thanks are due to John and Irene 
Sumner of Belvidere, Tenn., who put immense time 
into organizing and accompanying the EKU tour, and 
to Dorothea Loetze-Kola of Atlanta, who shared her 
story with our visitors from her homeland. 
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Georgia/South Carolina Association 


Annual Meeting 


tory, Creating Our Future” was the theme of 

the Georgia/South Carolina Association An- 
nual Meeting, held September 8-9 at First Con- 
gregational UCC in Savannah, Ga. The location 
was ideal, rich in history and hospitality, and 
nestled in the shadow of the Dorchester Acad- 
emy, which was founded by the American Mis- 
sionary Association (AMA) more than a century 
ago. 


] Love to Tell the Story: Celebrating Our His- 


On Friday evening, we heard testimony 
from our living witnesses to the powerful legacy 
of the AMA. Helen Washington from First Con- 
gregational, Savannah, testified that the AMA in- 
stilled in her “the desire and belief to give back 
to one’s community.” 

Inez Fields of Plymouth Congregational 
UCC in Charleston, S.C., offered a stirring his- 
tory of her church (where she was placed on the 
cradle roll many years ago) and of the AMA- 
founded Avery Institute. She said of Plymouth, 
“We are standing firm, but we are not standing 
still.” 

Lillie Gillard from Midway Congregational 
UCC gave acomprehensive history of her church 
and of Dorchester Academy, where she attended 
kindergarten. “I don’t think you can find a group 
of graduates with a closer relationship and more 
school spirit that those who attended Dorchester 
Academy,” she said. 

Elizabeth Clement spoke eloquently of the 
school and chapel that arose out of the ashes of 
Atlanta after the civil war, established on the same 
block on which First Congregational UCC stands 
today. She said of the people who created them, 
“Some were drawn from the North to see the world 
differently, some from the region to be that dif- 
ference. All were drawn by the promise of milk 
and honey sweet,” the promised place of God. 
“We remain on that corner,” she said, “as the sug- 
gestion of God’s promised goodness.” 

Larry Calbert from Rush Memorial Con- 
gregational UCC chronicled the long and active 
history of his church: home of the first Negro Boy 
Scout Troop in Atlanta, site of a thrift shop dur- 
ing the Great Depression, organizing point dur- 
ing the Civil Rights Movement, and now a place 
offering food to homeless people. “We don’t want 
to live in the past, “ he said, “but we do want to 


learn from it.” 

Worship framed our time together. We 
ended our evening singing hymns and sharing 
communion. We began Saturday morning with 
Bible study and a grace-filled liturgical dance. 

Adding marvelous spirit to our celebra- 
tion of the American Missionary Association was 
our keynote speaker, Dorothy Cotton. Dr. Cot- 
ton was a colleague of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., and ran the Citizenship Education Program 
with Andrew Young at Dorchester Academy dur- 
ing the Civil Rights era. Dorchester was a place, 
she said, “to un-brainwash ourselves, to learn 
to organize and fight nonviolently, to know that 
we were not alone, to be transformed.” She said 
people always arrived at Dorchester singing sor- 
row songs, but by the third day they were sing- 
ing “I’m Gonna Do What the Spirit Says Do”— 
then went off to march, vote, and go to jail. 
Through songs and stirring words, Dr. Cotton 
demonstrated how she and others “set in mo- 
tion an energy source” at Dorchester. She chal- 
lenged us, “When you find yourself saying, ‘Some- 
body ought to do something,’ you need to say, 
T’m somebody.” 

Spirits were high as we moved into the 
business portion of our time together. Before 
sharing lunch, we convened an Ecclesiastical 
Council. With unanimous acclaim, we authorized 
the ordinations of Lesley Brogan and Lisa Tait. 
With equal enthusiasm, we welcomed into our 
Association family three new congregations: GSN 
(God, Self, and Neighbor) Ministries in Atlanta; 
New Life UCC in Stone Mountain, Ga.; and Open 
Community in Atlanta. Conference Minister Tim 
Downs spoke of these new church starts as a 
“third generation” (in the tradition of the Ameri- 
can Missionary Association and the Civil Rights 
Movement) in the long effort to break down bar- 
riers between people. 

In an hour’s time, we heard heartfelt tes- 
timonies of God’s goodness; listened to a mag- 
nificent recitation of Maya Angelou’s poem “Still 
I Rise”; “amen-ed” our new pastors Kathi Mar- 
tin, Lewis Tait, and Kwan-Hae Chi; and welcomed 
our first Asian-American congregation. Five 
standing ovations in one morning made us all 
proud to be in the UCC and part of the Georgia/ 
South Carolina Association! 


Waging Peace 
By John Bluth Gill 


We can only have peace when the peacemakers of a society are encouraged to act as courageously as the war- 
riors. 
—Rev. Andrew Young 


A little bit of everything happens in the sanctuary of Church of the Savior, UCC, in Knoxville, Tennes- 
see: worship, Bible study, church potlucks, gatherings for prayer and meditation, choir practice, congrega- 
tional and community meetings—you know the drill. But last April, more than 60 people gathered there from 
all over the region—and as far away as Chicago, Cleveland, and Washington, DC—for a different kind of event. 
They came together to spend the day “Building the Nonviolent Community,” learning together about the 
history and practice of nonviolent resistance as a tool for making peace. 

At the end of the day, 18 people of all ages stepped forward to express their willingness to be arrested, 
as part of an ongoing effort to protest the building of bombs at the Y-12 nuclear weapons plant in Oak Ridge, 
Tenn. In August, at a similar event, another 21 did the same. In fact, since the beginning of 1998, more than 
1,000 people have participated in nonviolent protests, and 106 people have been arrested for committing acts 
of nonviolent civil disobedience at the gates of Y-12, in a growing campaign led by the Oak Ridge Environmen- 
tal Peace Alliance (OREPA). 

At least 10 members of Church of the Savior and Pleasant Hill Community UCC have been among 
those arrested (including Walter Stark, Winthrop and Callie Stone, Robin Markham, Ralph Galt, Don Clark, 
John Bluth Gill, Lea Alexander, and Judy Ross). All who risk arrest make a prior commitment to act as 
disciples of nonviolence; to “be nonviolent in tone as well as action...to show respect for all people...to meet 
those who oppose you on the level of your common humanity...to choose to love” (quoted from OREPA’s 
Nonviolence Guidelines). Most people who witness these actions are touched, even moved to tears, by the 
peace and dignity with which they are carried out. Having lived under the shadow of the Bomb all our lives, 
there is something deeply moving about the peaceful yet determined efforts of a few people who choose to say 
with their lives, “There must be, there has to be, another way.” 


A nation that continues year after year to spend more money on military defense than on programs of social uplift 
is approaching spiritual death. —Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 


If you are like me, you have not been thinking much about nuclear weapons recently. You may not be 
aware that the last full-scale, fully operating nuclear weapons plant is right here in our backyard. You may 
have assumed that our nation is pursuing serious reduction in nuclear weapons stockpiles. You may even 
have heard that nuclear weapons are being dismantled at Oak Ridge. That’s what the Department of Energy 
seemed to be saying, until 1996, when it became clear that Y-12 was being used to renew, refurbish, and 
upgrade our entire stock of nuclear weapons. 


This year, for example, workers at Y-12 are “up- 
- grading” the W-87, a 20-ton thermonuclear warhead 
- designed to be carried on the MX missile. The W-87 
has 10,000 times the explosive power of the bomb that 
destroyed Hiroshima, Japan. Each MX missile is de- 
signed to carry up to 10 W-87s, creating a single mis- 
sile with 100,000 times the destructive power of that 
first bomb. 

What is the cost of such bomb building? Ac- 
cording to Rev. Ralph Hutchison, OREPA’s coordina- 
| tor, the budget for Y-12 was $370 million last year alone; 
. the entire U.S. nuclear weapons program cost $35 bil- 
lion. Used differently, the same amount of money would 
have been enough to build 1 MILLION Habitat for Hu- 
manity houses. 

Other costs are less visible, but more serious, 
such as the contamination of workers at Y-12 and the 
release of hazardous materials into the surrounding air, 

soil, and water. OREPA reports that a million pounds of toxic mercury were dumped into a nearby creek and 
released as vapor in the air. The Department of Energy reports that, in the 1990s, more than 240 pounds of 
uranium were released into the air. In addition, highly enriched uranium has been found in surface 
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India and John Gill attach prayer flags to the 
“peace pole ‘ during an action al the Oak Ridge plant. 
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soils of the Scarboro community, the predominantly 
African-American neighborhood that lies closest to 
the bomb plant. But perhaps the greatest cost of all 
is the soul-destroying impact of our dependence on 
the threat of massive violence as the basis for our 
national security. 


If nuclear holocaust ever destroys this beautiful planet, 
it will only be because millions of people first condoned 
preparations for it—and then paid for it without pro- 
test. 

—John Stoner, author 


Those of us in the Southeast Conference who 
support this peace effort do so in varying ways and 
for different reasons. Some risk arrest, and some par- 
ticipate in the protest rallies. Others serve on the 
Board and planning committees of OREPA or take part 
in the weekly peace vigils that have been happening 
at the gates of the Y-12 plant every Sunday afternoon 
for the last year. We are young and old, veterans and 
non-veterans, activists and quiet folk. 

Some of us act as committed pacifists, some 
as stewards of creation, and others on behalf of our 
children and their children. But all of us hold a few 


environmental contamination. 


On December 22, 1999, while we were preparing to celebrate the birth of the Prince of Peace, a 
deal was sealed between the Tennessee Valley Authority and the U.S. Department of Energy. ‘The 
agreement reached was to produce tritium in the reactors of the TVA at Watts Bar and Sequoyah. That 
deal is in violation of international agreements to limit the production of nuclear arms. 

For a half century, there has been a separation between atoms for peace and nuclear arms. This 
is no longer true in the Tennessee Valley. One of the greatest fears of the nuclear age has been that 
nation, after nation, after nation, would join the nuclear arms race, and that they would use civilian 
power plants to produce the raw materials. We are now planning to do just that, right here. 

Tritium is a radioactive isotope of hydrogen that is used to enhance the explosive yield of every 
thermonuclear weapon. Without tritium, we cannot build more thermonuclear warheads. Historically, 
tritium used in our atomic weapons was produced at the Savannah River plant near Aiken, S.C. Pro- 
duction there ended in 1988, due to health and safety concerns, leaving in its wake horror stories of 


Now the horror is shifting to the Tennessee Valley. I do not consider the building of nuclear 
bombs to be the will of God. Isn’t it time for us to do something? 


haunting questions in common: What does it mean 
for me, as a follower of Jesus Christ, to benefit eco- 
nomically and politically from the building of weap- 
ons of mass destruction? What does it mean for us as 
a society to quietly accept dependence upon such 
weapons as a basis for national security? What does 
it mean for all of us to have become “comfortable” 
with the building of bombs that have the capability 
not only to kill millions of men, women, and children 
in a single blast, but also to end life on this planet as 
we know it? 

Not everyone at Church of the Savior or Pleas- 
ant Hill or in any of our churches agrees about this 
issue. | am thankful for the spirit of mutual covenant 
we share, which allows us to walk the spiritual jour- 
ney together and learn from one another, even when 
we disagree. But because of the faith and example of 
a few members of our churches, I am now convinced 
that it is of the utmost spiritual importance for each 
one of us to be fully conscious of the fact that these 
weapons of mass destruction are being produced in 
our names and in our own backyard. Please consider 
what this means to you asa person of faith, and please 
pray for those who feel compelled by faith and con- 
science to take action. 


—John Mingus 


From the Stop the 
Bombs Campaign 


On December 5, 1996, 61 former generals and admirals from 17 countries, including 18 from 
Russia and 17 from the United States, released the following statement: “We military professionals, 
who have devoted our lives to the national security of our countries and of our peoples, are convinced 
that the continuing existence of nuclear weapons in the armories of the nuclear powers, and the ever 
present threat of acquisition of these weapons by others, constitute a peril to global peace and security 
and to the safety and survival of the people we are dedicated to protect.” 


(continued on page 9) 
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What you can do 
¢Prayerfully reflect on the issue of nuclear weapons and its meaning for your own life. 


¢Pray for members of our churches and others who are committing time and risking arrest in an 
effort to stop the building of nuclear weapons at Oak Ridge. 


¢Take action in your community by writing letters to the editor or raising the issue in your 
church. 


¢Support the efforts of OREPA (865-483-8202, or www.stopthebombs. org). 
¢ Give to the Ralph Galt Freedom of Conscience Fund, which is used to help cover the legal costs 
of arrest for those who cannot afford them (named in honor of Ralph Galt of Pleasant Hill Commu- 


nity UCC for his life-long commitment to peace). 


¢Come to Knoxville for the nonviolence training events and Y-12 actions in April and August! 


CONFERENCE CALENDAR 
NOVEMBER 


2 UCC/ Alliance of Baptists Dialogue (Virginia Highlands, Atlanta, GA) 
5 Reception Service (Grace United, Crossville, TN) 


10-11 Leadership Training (Community Congregational, Montgomery, AL) 
11 VETERANS’ DAY 
12 Reception Service (Beloved Community, Birmingham, AL) 
12 STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
14 Allen Retreat Center Committee Meeting (Allen Retreat Center, 
LaFayette, AL) 
17-19 Regional Response Team Training (Epworth by the Sea, 
St. Simons Island, GA) 
19 HUNGER ACTION FUND (suggested offering date) 
23 - 24 Thanksgiving Holiday (Conference Office Closed) 
DECEMBER 
1 East Alabama/West Georgia Association Christmas Banquet 
(Byrd’s Restaurant) 
1 WORLD AIDS DAY 
10 Reception Service (Open Community UCC, Central Congregational, 
Atlanta, GA) 
10 HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
13 Ordination of Lisa M. Tait (Victory Baptist, Stone Mountain, GA) 
24 CHRISTMAS FUND FOR THE VETERANS OF THE CROSS ALL-CHURCH 
OFFERING (suggested date) 
25 - 26 Christmas Holiday (Conference Office Closed) 


Alabama/ Tennessee Association 
Annual Meeting 


Alabama/Tennessee Association gathered in Chattanooga, hosted by Pilgrim Congregational United 
Church of Christ, on Friday and Saturday, September 15-16. Representatives from a majority of the 25 
congregations of the Association told their stories, sang God’s praise, and elected new officers. 

On Friday evening, congregational representatives told the stories of emerging vitality in their congre- 
gations. Four congregations reported that their walls are bursting, and they need to undertake capital funds 
drives to accommodate their growth. Other stories bubbled to the surface—stories of partnerships with other 
congregations, of creative ministry, of prophetic caring, and of churches seeking to be more inclusive in the 
name of Jesus Christ. The United Church of Christ is alive and well through the faithful ministries of the 
congregations of the Alabama/Tennessee Association. 

The story-telling was followed by hymn-singing. Milton Hurst not only led us ably through a singing of 
favorite hymns, he walked through the congregation selecting the voices he had heard sing and creating an 
instant choir. The keynote sermon for the evening was given by Lewis T. Tait, Jr., organizing pastor of New Life 
United Church of Christ in Stone Mountain, Ga. 

Lewis called us to a spirit not of timidity but of courage, not of despair but of full and vigorous faith in 
God and God’s power to release the possibilities within us and within our congregations. “We will not be 
spared the storms of life,” he said, “and we can’t have success unless we have failure. But we can prevail in the 
storms. And the captain of our ship is Jesus.” 

He reminded us that we are, each of us, created in God’s image, and are called to have faith in God and 
ourselves. Faith is, in the words of Hebrews, “the assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
unseen.” Faith acts on what it believes. In God, said Lewis, “everything can grow and live, and be vibrant.” 

The offering during the worship service on Friday night came to more than $300, and was dedicated to 
the work of Beloved Community United Church of Christ, the new church start in Birmingham led by the 
Angie Wright. 

Highlights from the business meeting included the plans of the Committee for Christian Social Justice 
to sponsor a major event focusing on Jubilee in the spring. The Church and Ministry Committee recom- 
mended to us the reception of Grace United Church of Christ in Crossville, Tenn., into full membership as a 
congregation in the UCC. We celebrated the two students who have been received in-care over the course of 
this year: Raymond Edwards and Thomas Porter-Swann. 

The Committee on Women in Church and Society noted that the Regional Women’s Event last fall at 
Pass Christian, Miss., was a grand occasion, and that the Fourth National Women’s Gathering in Charlotte, 
N.C., was well attended by representatives from the Southeast Conference. They look forward to their Confer- 
ence event on October 28 at Pleasant Hill, the theme of which is “Women Wisdom: Welcoming the Stranger in 
a Multi-faith World.” 

Bennie Liggins described the work throughout the Conference in new church development. He noted 
that Community Congregational United Church of Christ in Montgomery has now been launched, having more 
than 200 members and anticipating an annual budget of well over $200,000. Community Congregational is 
the first successful new church start in the Southeast Conference in several decades. Bennie also celebrated 
the development of Beloved Community United Church of Christ in Birmingham, and noted that there are 
three new church starts in the Georgia/South Carolina Association, and one prospective new church start in 
the East Alabama/ West Georgia Association. 

John Mingus gave a report on the Covenant for Renewal, which has touched the lives of 20 percent of 
our congregations. He invited other congregations to participate in this program of spiritual renewal and 
revitalization. He also noted that there will be a major program beginning this spring under the auspices of the 
Covenant for Renewal. 

Tim Downs thanked the Alabama/Tennessee Association for its generosity toward the Conference by 
providing $5,000 a year for support of our current staff. He noted that there are three reasons that this 
Conference is in a time of renewal: 

‘First, we prosper by our openness to the Holy Spirit: “If we boast, let us boast in the Lord.” 
Second, our congregations have been extraordinarily faithful in taking seriously the call to become 
tithing congregations, giving 10 percent of their general budget to OCWM. Many of our congrega- 
tions have accepted this challenge and some are exceeding it. 

Third, we are served by a wonderful staff, each of whom has brought exceptional gifts for the 
building up of our beloved Southeast Conference. 


sk voices rose together, singing “There’s a sweet, sweet spirit in this place ...” The congregations of the 
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Tim then thanked the congregations for their prayers, their support, and their commitment to the 
Conference and to the United Church of Christ. Following a brief Bible study based on Deuteronomy 26:1-12, 
led by Tim, John Mingus led us in another time of sharing how we can support one another in our ministries, 
reducing the sense of isolation and reaffirming the fellowship that holds us together. 

Following a service installing the officers of the Association and recognizing the students in-care, we 
retired to lunch. We returned to our congregations with the echoes of the last line of one of our favorite hymns 
playing within us: “Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived when we shall leave this place!” 


United Church in Huntsville, Ala., sym- 
bolically burned its mortgage over the 
baptismal font during its 40" anniversary 
celebration on September 24. Officiating 
were denominational representatives 


Gary Roberts and Bill Green (a founding 
member of the church), United Church 
Treasurer Billie Krone, Vice Moderator 
Ginny Nixon, and Conference Minister 
Tim Downs. 


East Alabama/West Georgia Association Annual Meeting 


n Saturday, October 21, approximately 60 delegates and clergy of the East Alabama/West 

Georgia Association gathered at Antioch Congregational Christian Church, UCC, in Roanoke, 

Ala., for their annual meeting. They were greeted at the door by the congregation’s pastor, Floyd 
Carmack. The meeting was a celebration of the year’s accomplishments, including the remarkable progress 
that has been made on the Allen Retreat Center in LaFayette, Ala., and the movement toward the establish- 
ment of a new church start in LaGrange, Ga. 

The meeting opened with song, led by Floyd Carmack, followed by a meditation by James Metzger, the 
newly called interim minister at Oak Grove Congregational Christian Church, UCC, in Pine Mountain, Ga. 
James reminded us that often our moments of greatest faithfulness are lived in the most shadowed and 
despairing hours of our lives. 

The annual reports that were made clearly showed the vitality of the involvement of the Association in 
the life of the wider church. Lena Dollar reported on both the national and regional women’s gatherings, and 
Rip Hardman on his activities with Partners in Education, a national program, as well as the excellent partici- 
pation in Mini-camp in June. Betty Moon reminded us, quoting Margaret Mead, “We should never doubt that 
a small group of people can change the world, because that is the only thing that ever has.” She reflected on 
the ministry activities of the Association Women’s Group, through the Adopt-a-Minefield Program that cleared 
an African village of mines, and the four cows and an uncounted number of guinea pigs, which continue to 
grow in number, purchased for a village in South America. 

In his keynote, Conference Minister Tim Downs called us to a spirit of radical discipleship, rooted in 
our joy at the love of a God who has embraced us without condition or reserve, and reaches out to us witha 
full and redemptive grace. He noted that the Southeast Conference is dedicated to building and restoring 
congregations that embody Gospel values of freedom, inclusivity, redeeming grace, and a bending toward 
justice, all in the name of Jesus Christ. He invited the congregations of the Association to continue to partici- 
pate in and support this season of renewal in the Conference. 

Wayde Washburn led us in a moving tribute to the life of Joe French, called home to glory this year 
after serving for more than 60 years as an ordained minister, first in the Christian Church, then the Congre- 
gational Christian Church, and finally in the United Church of Christ. Wayde invited others to share their 
stories while standing and holding a Bible above their heads, and stories flowed easily to tears and to laughter. 

We left the hospitality of the Antioch Church thankful for the fellowship which has bound us together 
over the years, grateful for the hospitality with which we were received, and rejoicing in the God who has led 
us throughout. 
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Part Prayer, Part Work, Part Fun 
The Southeast Conference Staff Takes a Retreat 


On Monday, August 21, the staff 
of the Southeast Conference headed for 
the hills. Bennie Liggins and Dick Sales 
left Montgomery and Birmingham re- 
spectively, headed toward Atlanta to pick 
up Tim Downs and Gerri Ryons-Hudson, 
and met Joyce Hollyday at Yesterday’s 
Classic Diner in Fletcher, N.C.—where a 
life-size Elvis graces the foyer, the juke- 
box plays tunes from the ‘50s, and the 
waitresses are on roller skates. It seemed 
like an auspicious beginning for three 
days of sharing, prayer, and laughter to- 
gether. 

After lunch at the diner, we con- 
tinued on to the Blowing Rock Assembly 
Grounds, a lovely UCC retreat center in 
mountainous Blowing Rock, N.C. We 
were joined by Kathy Clark, a recent 
graduate of Candler School of Theology, 
who has been assisting Dick with the TAP 
(Theology Among the People) program. 
We kept an empty “Elijah seat” in honor 
of John Mingus, who could not be with 
us, but whose expertise and commitment to the Cov- 
enant for Renewal program have had a widespread 
impact throughout the Conference. 

Our time together was framed by the reading 
of Psalms and the offering of Celtic prayers from the 
Iona Community in Scotland. We began Monday 
evening with Psalm 121: “I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
from where will my help come? My help comes from 
the Lord, who made heaven and earth...” That evening, 
we caught up with one another, sharing the personal 
joys and sorrows in our lives, lifting up one another 
in prayer. 

Tuesday, we took the entire day to report on 
our work. Dick shared the remarkable growth of the 
TAP program, which has kept him on the go from one 
end of the Conference to the other. Several groups 
are progressing through the program, while new ones 
are beginning. We gave thanks for Kathy, who brings 
a variety of gifts to TAP. 

With equal enthusiasm, Bennie reported on 
our new church starts. GSN (God, Self, and Neigh- 
bor) Ministries in Atlanta continues to grow under 
the creative leadership of Kathi Martin. Lewis Tait 
has launched the dynamic worship life of New Life 
UCC in Stone Mountain, Ga. Beloved Community UCC 
is celebrating its wonderful diversity in Birmingham, 
under the leadership of Angie Wright. We extended a 
welcome to Open Community, a unique Korean 
church in Atlanta pastored by Kwan-Hae Chi, with 
strong commitments to social justice and women in 
leadership. 


Elvis 


sighted at 
Yesterday ’s Classic Diner 
in Fletcher, WG. 
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Joyce reported on her work with 
spiritual development, as well as im- 
provements in communications for the 
Conference, including an upgrade of the 
website. She gave thanks for her collabo- 
ration with Gerri on the newsletter and 
the opportunity that being editor gives 
her to stay in touch with all the marvel- 
ous happenings throughout the Confer- 
ence. She also reported on progress with 
Rekindle the Gift. The Advisory Board 
held its first meeting, work continues on 
fund-raising and hiring, more research 
trips are in the works, and visits to our 
AMA (American Missionary Association) 
congregations will be taking place 
throughout the upcoming year. 

Gerri, who is at the heart of ev- 
erything that happens in the Conference, 
reported on the range of tasks she per- 
forms to keep things going. Any of us who 
have ever called the Conference office, or 
attended an Annual Meeting, know 
Gerri’s gracious and hard-working spirit. 
She reported many successes and also offered 
thoughtful suggestions on things that could be im- 
proved to make her work flow more smoothly. 

Tim continues to put many, many miles on 
the Conference car. He has been available for every 
crisis, present at major church celebrations, and has 
offered his wonderful pastoral support to everyone 
from staff and new church start pastors to seminary 
students and the Board of Directors. The staff affirmed 
with gratitude that, under Tim’s dedicated leadership, 
the Conference is undergoing renewal that is touch- 
ing every corner. 
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Kathy Ci lark, Dick Sales, Joyce Hollyday, 
Gerri Ryons-Hudson, Tim Downs, and Bennie Liggins 
sighted in Blowing Rock, N.C. 


Southeast Feast 
Food for the Heart and Soul 


By Joyce Hollyday 


nia invited me to preach there. After the service, I went to her home for lunch and met 
her 5-year-old son, Kyle. 

Kyle’s great accomplishment that season was that he had memorized the Christmas story from 
the Bible. Both he and his mother were very proud of this and anxious to have him recite it with a 
guest in the house. He started out strong and did well until he came to his favorite part, where the 
angels appeared to the shepherds and said, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace...” He 
remembered the “Glory to God” part, but then his mind went blank. 

His mother offered some words of encouragement, and Kyle thought hard. Suddenly his face 
brightened, and he proudly launched into the story again: “And the angels appeared to the shepherds 
and said, ‘Glory to God in the highest...and I’ll huff and I’ll puff and Ill blow your house down.” 

Scripture tells us that wisdom has been revealed to the babes among us. Without knowing it, 
Kyle pointed to the difference between what God intends for the world and the way the world is. God 
intends peace on earth, but there’s an awful lot of huffing and puffing. Homelessness, war, hate 
crimes, domestic violence—all one has to do is read a newspaper or watch the 11 o’clock report to 
know that we don’t live in a peaceful world. 

But this season, we remember once again that Jesus Christ came among us as the Prince of 
Peace. He broke down all the barriers between us. And he invites us to live as faithful people whose 
lives are marked by openness and compassion. 

May our hearts be filled with peace. And may that peace spill over and fill the world, which so 
desperately longs for the good news. 


S everal years ago, just before Christmas, the chaplain at Gettysburg College in Pennsylva- 
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We spent the remaining day and a half getting an update from Tim on every church in the Conference, 
setting goals for our work in the upcoming year, and discussing how to continue collaborating and supporting 
one another. Each evening we adjourned to a local Mexican restaurant and continued our sharing over Buffalo 
wings and guacamole dip. We laughed a lot. We said over and over what a joy it is to be working with colleagues 
who are so faith-filled, fervent, and fun. 

We were sent on our way with this Celtic blessing: 

On my heart and on my house 

The blessing of God. 

In my coming and in my going 

The peace of God. 

In my life and in my seeking 

The love of God. 

At my end and new beginning 

The arms of God to welcome me and bring me home. 

On the way home, before parting, we stopped once more for lunch at Yesterday’s diner. We just couldn't 
get away without taking a picture of us all gathered around Elvis and the vintage motorcycle he stands beside. 
Part prayer, part work, part fun—our three days in the mountains were a blessing for which we all give thanks. 
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[ that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of God stood before them, 
and the glory of God shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid . for see— 
lam bringing you good news of great joy 
for all the people: 
To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord.” 
—Luke 2:8-11 


May the good news of this season bring you great joy! 
—The staff of the Southeast Conference 
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